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Mark Hofmann’s Crimes
Wikipedia’s webpage on Hofmann states he “is an American counterfeiter, forger and convicted
murderer. Widely regarded as one of the most accomplished forgers in history, Hofmann is especially noted for
his creation of documents related to the history of the Latter Day Saint movement. When Hofmann’s schemes
began to unravel, he constructed bombs to murder two people in Salt Lake City . . . .”
“Anthon Transcript forgery. In 1980, Hofmann [forged, then claimed] . . . he had found a 17th-century
King James Bible with a folded paper gummed inside. The document seemed to be the transcript that Joseph
Smith’s scribe Martin Harris had presented to Charles Anthon . . . in 1828 . . . copied by Smith from the golden
plates from which he translated the Book of Mormon [Editor’s Note: This does not refer to the smaller, informal
script of “Anthon characters” historians are familiar with, but to a supposed new, full page of inscriptions.]
Hofmann constructed his [counterfeit] version to fit Anthon’s description of the document, and its discovery made
Hofmann’s reputation. . . . The LDS Church . . . purchased it from Hofmann for more than $20,000. . . .”
“He soon fabricated other historically significant documents. . . . These deceived not only members of
the First Presidency [of the LDS Church] . . . but also document experts and distinguished historians. According
to Richard and Joan Ostling, Hofmann was . . . motivated not only by greed but also by ‘the desire to embarrass
the church by undermining church history. . . .’”
“Murders. Despite the considerable amounts of money Hofmann had made from document sales, he was
deeply in debt, in part because of his increasingly lavish lifestyle. . . . Those to whom Hofmann had promised
documents or repayments of debts began to hound him. . . . In a desperate effort to buy more time, Hofmann
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began constructing bombs. On October, 15, 1985, he first killed document collector Steven Christensen. . . .
Later the same day, a second bomb killed Kathy Sheets. . . .”
“Trial and sentencing. Hofmann was . . . charged on four
indictments totaling 27 counts, including first-degree murder, delivering a
bomb, constructing or possessing a bomb, theft by deception, and
communication fraud. A fifth indictment, containing an additional five
counts of theft by deception was added later in January. . . . Hofmann . . .
was [also] indicted on federal charges of possession of an unregistered
machine gun. . . . Hofmann agreed to confess his forgeries in open court,
in return for which prosecutors . . . dropped additional charges against
him” (see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Hofmann).
At the referenced Wikipedia website, a picture of the forgery (at
right) appears with the caption: “Hofmann forgery of Reformed Egyptian
document, LDS archives. Note the columnar arrangement and the
‘Mexican Calendar’ described by Anthon.”
As a dealer in rare documents, some artifacts Hoffman sold were
genuine, but the RLDS Church agrees with the Courts and the LDS
Church’s warning that the so-called “Anthon Transcript” (at right) is not
genuine, but is one of Hofmann’s known “Fraudulent Documents” (see
https://www.lds.org/ensign/1987/10/news-of-the-church/fraudulentdocuments-from-forger-mark-hofmann-noted?lang=eng).

Mauricio Berger Claims Moroni Gave Him
the Book of Mormon Plates and Sword of Laban
Since at least 2007, a group of ex-LDS and others in Brazil have alleged they
were given the Book of Mormon plates (including the sealed portion), the Interpreters,
and the Sword of Laban by the angel Moroni. Since 2017, an increasing number of
persons associated with the Restoration Branches movement and the Church of Christ
(Temple Lot) seem to have come under their influence.
The Brazil group is headed by an ex-LDS man named Mauricio Berger. In emails
(of which we have copies) to Church of Christ leaders, Mauricio stated that he was
Mauricio Berger posted originally a Catholic, then a Jehovah’s Witness, and then he joined (but is no longer a
this photo of himself on member of) the Utah LDS Church.
his Facebook page. We
Joseph F. (Frederick) Smith, who is a great-grandson of Joseph Smith Jr., was
altered it slightly by originally a member of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot). However, now he is associated
removing the image of a
member of his family in with Zarahemla Branch. He, Bob Moore (a Restorationist), and others have visited Mr.
order to protect their Berger’s group in Brazil. They have heard their allegations, have held the alleged artifacts,
privacy.
and are now promoting their story. Smith and Moore have also baptized several of the
Brazil group and ordained at least three of their men to the Melchisedec Priesthood.
The Brazil group’s stated intent is to publish their part of the translation of the alleged sealed portion, to
unite all believers in the Restoration movement, and to build the Temple on the spot previously designated by
Joseph Smith Jr. in Independence, Missouri. (For more detailed information about their claims, go to their website
at https://secondinvitation.org.)
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New Evidence Shows Mauricio’s Story Is a Hoax
On January 8, 2018, Price Publishing Company published a letter describing the scriptural and historical
reasons we disbelieve the claims of this group. Now, we offer what we believe are forensic proofs that also show
their claims are untrue. To wit, they have produced photos of three entirely different swords represented as the
“Sword of Laban.” In addition, they have produced Book of Mormon plates that we believe are counterfeits—
with significant parts copied from the Mark Hofmann forgery of the Anthon Transcript. Regarding the evidentiary
photos in this report:


The photos in Exhibits 1-A, 1-B, 2-A, 2-B and 3-B are from the LDS Archives, as they appear on the
Internet.



The photos in Exhibits 1-C, 2-C, and the photo of Sword #3 in Exhibit 4 were sent by Mauricio Berger
via email to Restorationist Jim McKay on November 7, 2017. Jim forwarded them to us and granted
us permission for this disclosure. This included his permission to print the following header from that
email showing date and time of receipt. (The email addresses are sanitized to protect their privacy.)

@.com

From: Mauricio Berger ma

Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2017 9:27 AM
To: j

@com

Subject: Fwd: Caracteres pictures



Note in the subject line above that the email was forwarded from an email Mauricio previously sent.
According to the following header, Mauricio sent the original email in June to Joseph F. Smith and
Bob Moore:

@.com>

De: "Mauricio Berger" <ma

Data: 06/11/2017 11:30 PM
Assunto: Caracteres pictures

@.com>, "Bob Moore" <bob@.net>

Para: "Joseph Smith" <old



The photos in Exhibits 3-A, 3-C, and the photo of Sword #2 in Exhibit 4 were sent by Mauricio Berger
via Facebook Instant Messenger to Jim McKay on Saturday morning, March 10, 2018. Jim forwarded
them to us and granted us permission for this disclosure.



The photo of Sword #1 (on page 4 and in Exhibit 4) was sent by Mauricio Berger to many members
of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) and has been widely disseminated in the Independence, Missouri
area.
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Mauricio Introduced the
“Sword of Laban” #1 (of 3)
As shall be shown, Mauricio Berger has progressively produced three
completely different objects that he claims are the one and only Sword of Laban.
The following is an account of the coming forth of the first version of the sword.
Before finding followers among RLDS Restorationists, Mauricio first
attempted to enlist members of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot), who generally
dismissed his claims. In our possession are correspondence and photos that
Mauricio sent to them between January 26, 2010, and September 2, 2013, while
trying to interest them. Included was the photo of Sword #1, at right, above which
is his name as a part of the picture received. This photo accompanied multiple
statements by Mauricio that it was indeed the Sword of Laban, as delivered to
him by the angel Moroni. Mauricio addressed his various messages to either the
Church of Christ Apostles, or Elders and Apostles, or Mr. Alvin Mosler. He sent
a follow-up message to “Mr. Alvim” (whom we suspect is probably Mr. Alvin
Mosler).
In the “Alvim” correspondence, Mauricio Berger provided extensive
information about himself and his experiences and insisted the pictured Sword #1
was Laban’s Sword. The translation reads, “the angel Raphael . . . lit the way with
a lot of energy he produced as he rubbed his hands. . . . The angel Moroni . . . gave
me the plates, the interpreters and the sword of Laban. . . . And now, to prove that
I am not lying, I have enclosed in this e-mail some photos that I tapped from my
cell phone on the occasions when I was in contact with celestial beings; and which,
have never been shown [to] the LDS, being you, the first person outside these events
to see. . . . I will put here a picture of the sword of Laban to give you certainty that
I really possess such objects which I am referring to. I want [you] to remember
that the photos were taken with a cell phone, so it has low resolution. [He stated
that the photo shown in his email] . . . is the angel Rafael [sic], illuminating the
path inside the woods, in the dawn of April 6, 2007, the moment I went up the sharp
hill to receive the plates of the angel Moroni.” (Some of Mauricio’s messages were
in Portuguese, and others were translated into English. In all cases where his
Portuguese was translated into English, we have used online translators to verify
that the translations are valid).
Three blurry photos accompanied the above text. The first showed a
glowing apparition designated as the angel Raphael. The
second photo was purported to depict Mauricio Berger
with Moroni and “several prophets of the past”
(including “a very special spirit” he was forbidden to
identify) hovering over him. Mauricio Berger elaborated
that the second photo “shows them, strangely enough,
returning to a sort of celestial vehicle that led them there
and then drove them away.” Of other glares of light in
the blurry photo, Mauricio Berger explained: “These
bubbles [of light] that accompany them, is what
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surrounds them and carries them, like a bubble of soap, only made of light.” The third blurry photo was of a
sword, about which Mauricio Berger declared: “See in your Book of Mormon . . . Nephi describes the shape of
Laban’s sword hilt and enlarges [sic] the picture . . . to realize that Nephi was referring to this sword, which was
given to me along with the other objects I spoke about”(emphasis added). Note that Nephi does NOT describe
the shape of Laban’s sword hilt.
After compiling these materials from the Internet and from the writings and photos Mauricio Berger sent
to both the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) and to Jim McKay, we examined the evidence. We then sent this
evidentiary report to an ex-LDS person familiar with Mauricio’s group and to another RLDS Restorationist—
both of whom had also received photos from Mauricio Berger. They compared the photos in this report to the
photos they had received from Mauricio, and they both verified that our photos appeared to show the very same
artifacts as appeared in the photos Mauricio had sent them. This verification by two additional sources assures
us of the origin of the photos in this report, and will do much to quell any rumors that the photographs we publish
here are invalid, or may have been edited in some manner.

The Challenge Before Us
The following report will present evidences that Mauricio’s Book of Mormon plates are fabrications by
unscrupulous persons who have counterfeited plates filled with fake inscriptions. Those inscriptions were
invented in 1980 by convicted forger and murderer Mark Hofmann. In addition, the report displays and analyzes
photos of three completely different swords that have been alleged by Mauricio to be the one and only “Sword of
Laban.” These forensic evidences, along with the scriptural and historic proof provided in the Price Publishing
Company letter on this subject dated January 8, 2018, will hopefully guide the reader to the conclusion that all
alleged events and artifacts related to Mauricio Berger’s story are false.
It has always been the purpose of Price Publishing Company to defend the Restored Gospel against those
who wish to destroy it or lead people away from it. In addition, we feel a responsibility to warn the Saints of
deceptions that would lead them away from the truth of His Gospel and His Church. For these reasons, we are
publishing this document. All evidence points to the fact that this movement from Brazil—to allegedly translate
and publish a portion of the sealed plates of the Book of Mormon—is nothing more than a deceptive hoax that is
being perpetrated upon the Saints.
We ask the reader to give honest and prayerful consideration to the following indisputable facts. May we
not be deceived by the things of man, but may we be guided only by the things of God—those things that will
eventually fulfill His promise of Zion.
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The Authentic Anthon Script

EXHIBIT 1-A
HOFMANN’s
“ANTHON TRANSCRIPT” FORGERY

Hofmann made the above forged document in
1980 by realigning some authentic Anthon
symbols into vertical columns, rearranging
them, and adding additional fraudulent symbols
he invented.

EXHIBIT 1-B CLOSEUP of RED BOX AT LEFT

EXHIBIT 1-C
BRAZIL PLATES

The yellow squares show the
fake “Anthon Transcript” symbols that Hofmann invented in
1980 that do not appear in the
authentic Anthon Script, but do
appear on Mauricio’s plates.
Thus, Mauricio’s plates cannot
possibly be the ones Moroni gave
to Joseph Smith in 1823, if they
contain symbols invented in
1980 by a felon forging an
artifact!

Mauricio sent this photo of his
plates to Jim McKay on November 7, 2017. Note how they
mirror Hofmann’s “Anthon
Transcript” hoax at the left. This
includes the reproduction of
Hofmann’s vertical columns and
rearrangement scheme, and the
obvious copying and placement
of the symbols that Hofmann
invented in 1980. These do not
appear in the authentic Anthon
Script.
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EXHIBIT 2-A
HOFMANN’S
“ANTHON TRANSCRIPT” FORGERY

Hofmann made the above forged document in
1980 by realigning some authentic Anthon
symbols into vertical columns, rearranging
them, and adding additional fraudulent symbols
he invented.

EXHIBIT 2-B CLOSEUP of RED BOX AT LEFT

EXHIBIT 2-C
BRAZIL PLATES

The red squares show the fake
“Anthon Transcript” symbols that
Hofmann invented in 1980 that do
not appear in the authentic Anthon
Script but do appear on Mauricio’s
plates. Thus, Mauricio’s plates
cannot possibly be the ones
Moroni gave to Joseph Smith in
1823 if they contain symbols
invented in 1980 by a felon forging
an artifact!

Mauricio sent this photo of his
plates to Jim McKay on November 7, 2017. Note how they
mirror Hofmann’s “Anthon
Transcript” hoax at the left. This
includes the reproduction of
Hofmann’s vertical columns and
rearrangement scheme, and the
obvious copying and placement
of the symbols that Hofmann
invented in 1980. These do not
appear in the authentic Anthon
Script.
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EXHIBIT 3-A
BRAZIL PLATES &
SWORD OF LABAN #2
Mauricio Berger sent this photo to Jim McKay on March 10, 2018. As will
be shown, the front page of the “sealed portion” of Mauricio’s plates was
copied from Hofmann’s “Anthon Transcript” forgery. This included
symbols that Hofmann invented in 1980 that do not appear in the authentic
Anthon Script.
When the “Sword of Laban” (at left) is brightened and enlarged (below), an
inspection of it reveals it is not made of “the most precious steel” and “pure
gold” as RLDS 1 Nephi 1:109 and LDS 1 Nephi 4:9 describes. Instead, it
appears to have probably been carved from wood.

EXHIBIT 3-B
HOFMANN’s “ANTHON
TRANSCRIPT” FORGERY

EXHIBIT 3-C
BRAZIL PLATES

The symbols marked with red squares do not appear on the
genuine Anthon Script, but they were contrived by
Hofmann as additions to his forgery. This image was
cropped from the bottom right corner of Hofmann’s
“ANTHON TRANSCRIPT” forgery on the previous page.
It was then inverted by us to match the corresponding
portion on the Brazil plates shown at the right. We were
obliged to do this because evidently the counterfeiter who
made the plates literally did not know which end of
Hofmann’s forgery was “up,” so he assembled the fake
plate’s front page upside down!

The front page of Mauricio’s “sealed portion” of his plates
significantly matches Hofmann’s “ANTHON TRANSCRIPT”
forgery (upside down). Note especially the shared use of a
“Mexican Calendar” wheel at the left, and an exact match of the
three uniquely odd symbols at the far right. These do not appear in
the authentic Anthon Script, but only appear on Hofmann’s 1980
forgery and on the “sealed portion” of Mauricio’s plates. (Mauricio
sent this photo to Jim McKay on March 10, 2018.)
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EXHIBIT-4
Scaled Views of Three Different Swords Mauricio Has Proclaimed as the Sword of Laban
The photos of the swords were resized until the blade widths were equal at the hilt. Then the guard tops were
aligned horizontally. If the images are of the same swords, the size and location of every feature must match.
If they do not, these cannot be the same swords.

Sword of Laban #1

Sword of Laban #2

Sword of Laban #3

Mauricio declared this was the Sword
of Laban in 2010-2013 (see pp. 3-5).

Mauricio presented this as the Sword of
Laban on March 10, 2018 (see pp. 3-5).
Original image is shown at the left, colors
are reversed to show details at the right.

Mauricio presented this as the Sword of
Laban on November 7, 2017 (see pp. 3-5).

How could the sword be so
shiny in the picture at the right
(which Mauricio sent November
7, 2017), yet lose its luster in the
picture above (which Mauricio
sent to the same person four
months later on March 10,
2018)?
Some have claimed that the
big dent on right side of Sword
#3 is the same feature as the dark
notch on the left edge of Sword
#2 (if the sword is turned to show
the other side). Yet the features
are clearly located at different
distances from the hilt.
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SWORD #1 Analysis. Unlike the other swords, Sword #1 has a gold-hued grip and pommel but a rust-hued
blade and guard. However, Laban’s entire hilt (including guard) was “of pure gold” (RLDS 1 Nephi 1:109; LDS
1 Nephi 4:9). Sword #1 looks very similar to non-steel, Bronze Age Chinese swords (especially from the 481221 BC Warring States era) as can be found on the Internet.



Grip has 4-5 crenellations (bumps), topped by a T-shaped pommel that does not feature a face/head as
grip #3 does. Grip is shorter than the grips on the other swords.
Ratio of grip-to-blade width = approx. 0.33-to-1 (unlike the others). Grip is narrower than the others.



The fuller of Sword #1 has cavities, and is narrower than the adjacent blade edges (unlike the other
swords). Note: Technically, fullers are indentations in the center of a blade running from the hilt to the
tip. They are designed to strengthen the blade while lessening its weight. Fullers first appeared in about
800-1,000 AD. They replaced thick, tapered blades as well as thinner blades with narrow central ridges or
thicker central beams. To make the discussion of these center-of-blade features easier by using only one
term, we will use the word “fuller” when referring to either a concave indentation or a convex ridge (or
beam) running the length of the blade’s center.



Ratio of guard width-to-thickness = 3.38-to-1. This and the guard details are unlike the other swords.



Blade has no wood grain, holes, or cracks as does Sword #2. It is not dented where Sword #3 is dented.
Blade/sword is also longer than Sword #3 blade, even though the grip is shorter than the Sword #3 grip.



Mauricio represented this object as the Sword of Laban for many years. However, on March 31, 2018,
Sam Gould, one of the eight witnesses, stated from the rostrum at Colbern Road Restoration Branch in
Lee’s Summit, Missouri, that it is not the Sword of Laban. According to Sam, Mauricio told him that “he
does not know how that first sword picture entered into the letter—that he did not put it there. It was not
the sword” (view the Brazil Witnesses’ Testimonies at http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/113956329, and
at video time markers 1:42:20–1:42:31). This statement directly contradicts Mauricio’s correspondence
and photos sent to the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) between January 26, 2010, and September 2, 2013.
(See pp. 4-5 of Indisputable for more detailed information, including the sword picture stamped with his
name.)
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SWORD #2 Analysis. Sword #2 appears to be made of wood instead of having a blade of the “most precious
steel,” and hilt of “pure gold” as RLDS 1 Nephi 1:109 and LDS 1 Nephi 4:9 describes.




Grip shows only 2 crenellations and appears to be cut short, yet it is longer than grip #1 that has 4-5
crenellations plus a pommel! If 2-3 more crenellations and a pommel were added to it (like grip #1), the
grip would be nearly 3 times longer than grip #1. Faces adorning crenellations do not appear on the other
swords. Critics who might claim that we have “inappropriately vertically stretched” this photo are wrong.
We resized the entire photo until the blade width at the hilt matched the other swords in order to easily
compare them. We even erred on the side of caution by including what might appear to be a shadow
beneath the blade as part of the blade itself. If we had resized the image by only measuring what is clearly
discernible as the blade (and not also included the “shadow”), this image would be even bigger, and the
differences between this object and the others would be even more pronounced.
Ratio of grip-to-blade width = approx. 0.79-to-1 (unlike the other swords).



Fuller is completely missing, and the blade has a rounded side instead of a flat side, as do the other swords.



Ratio of guard width-to-thickness = approx. 2.33-to-1. This, and guard details are unlike the other swords.



Blade shows holes and cracks that Sword #1 does not have and is not dented where Sword #3 is dented.

SWORD #3 Analysis. Sword #3 has a bright, unrusted blade with a gold-hued hilt (unlike the other swords).
 Grip has 3 crenellations, topped by a large, rounded pommel featuring an image of a face/head (unlike the
other swords). Grip is longer than the other swords.


Ratio of grip-to-blade width = approx. 0.62-to-1 (unlike the others). Pommel is not removable. Real
swords with slide-on guards and grips are attached with the pommel at the end to hold them on. This
sword looks like it was cast in one piece (from easily meltable pot metal) with the guard/grip pommel
features spray-painted gold to make the object appear to be a genuine sword assembled from separate
components.



Fuller consists of a thick, rectangular spar. This odd, protruding spar shows big and useless notch-like
flaws toward the tip—unlike what a skilled metal worker would produce. However, it is very much like
what an imaginative amateur might produce (especially out of softer, more meltable pot metal). Several
hours of searching images of swords on the Internet (Bronze Age through modern times—all cultures)
failed to locate a single example of a real steel sword that had ever been forged with such a large,
rectangular spar. Examples of bronze swords exist with such massive spars, since bronze is much easier
to melt than even gold. In addition, some early iron or primitive steel swords did have tiny ridges midblade. However, no examples of a forged steel blade exhibiting such a massive center beam have been
found. In fact, we do not believe that hand forging such an implement is even possible using human
strength. While it is possible to hand hammer glowing hot steel by hand into a flat object and make (by
using additional tools) a tiny center ridge down the length of a blade, we do not believe it is possible to
hammer a large block of steel by hand into a thick rectangular beam (with or without tapered blade edges)
such as appears on this sword.



Grips and guards are most always made separately and later attached to the blade, either by
addition of a similarly removable pommel or by means of multiple rivets if the pommel is
permanent. This sword does not appear to have a separate guard or grip, nor a removable
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pommel, nor any tell-tale rivets that allow attachment of those separate components. Instead,
the entire blade, guard, handle, and pommel appear to have been cast as one piece in a mold
by pouring molten gold (which melts at 1,945 °F) atop molten steel (which melts at 2,500 °F)
in such a fashion so as to give the initial appearance of a real sword assembled from separate
components. But if such is the case, this cannot be Laban’s sword. While such casting of
gold has been possible for millennia and the first steel blades were forged (heated until
malleable and then hammered into shape) about 600 BC , the ability to cast steel (to melt it
and pour it into molds) was impossible until materials and advanced processes were invented
in 1740. So, if Sword #3 has a cast steel blade, it could not possibly have been made until
more than 2,300 years after the time of Laban. Thus, it cannot be the Sword of Laban. (See
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucible_steel#History_of_production_in_England.)
However this single object was formed, the fuller area is solid and does not show cavities as does
Sword #1. It also does not match Sword #2, which has neither a fuller nor a spar. In addition, it differs from
the other swords, in that the fuller/spar is as wide or wider than the adjacent blade edges, whereas the fuller
of Sword #1 is much narrower than its adjacent blade edges. Of course, Sword #2 has no fuller at all!


Ratio of guard width-to-thickness = approx. 2.78-to-1. This and guard details are unlike the other swords.



Blade is shorter than Blade #1. It has pronounced deformations (which cannot be blamed on oxidative
deterioration since the blade shows no rust). Laban’s blade was of “the most precious steel.” While
punishing strikes to fine steel (axes, hatchets, chisels) can produce small flaws, such will not produce wide
radiuses and deep dents and deformations as seen on Sword #3. Instead, the entire blade holds its form
until it either bends or breaks. Only softer metals and alloys will produce such relatively large dents and
deformations as depicted. We estimate the largest dent in Sword #3’s blade to be about 1/4 inch deep and
1/3 inch wide. Thus, blade #3 cannot have been forged from “the most precious steel” (RLDS 1 Nephi
1:109; LDS 1 Nephi 4:9).

This is a black and white rendered version of the previous color photo of Sword #3 that clearly shows the sword’s many
deep blade gouges, dents (including the center beam), deformations, notches, uneven surfaces, etc.

More Reasons Why Mauricio’s
Sword Cannot Be the Sword of Laban
On October 29, 2017, at the Zarahemla Branch, Joseph F. Smith preached a sermon in the morning, and both he
and Bob Moore conducted an open forum in the evening to share their testimonies and answer questions about the Brazil
Plates story. The following are excerpts from, and a discussion of, their presentations regarding the sword that they saw
and held as the Sword of Laban. Joseph F. Smith’s sermon may be viewed at www.ustream.tv/recorded/109371953 and
their discussion at the open forum may be viewed at www.ustream.tv/recorded/109386345.
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In his sermon, Joseph stated about the sword that “the blade is about three inches wide. And maybe about
three-quarters of an inch back from the edge, it starts to rise up” (video time markers 1:09:53–1:11:07). Both
Joseph and Bob estimated the length of the sword to be about three feet long (view sermon at video time markers
1:09:53–1:11:07; view open forum at video time markers 1:18:24–1:18:30). Bob said that the handle appeared
to be “cast brass” (view open forum at video time markers 36:11–36:59).
According to Bob, when the sword “was molted [molten], characters were placed into it like with some
sort of brand. They are fairly deep—a quarter of an inch. There’s three on each side of the hilt” (view open
forum at video time markers 36:11–36:59). Note that three such characters are barely visible on Sword #3 (page
9). Bob stated about the sword’s condition that “you can tell it’s been in combat. I mean, it’s got dents and
dings” (view open forum at video time markers 36:11–36:59).
Regarding cleaning the sword, Bob stated “they also tried to clean the sword [with acetone]. And when
they did, they caused the sword to deteriorate. So Moroni told them to wrap it in plastic, and so it’s wrapped in
plastic. They let us tear it [the plastic] because they could rewrap it [the sword]. And we looked at it [the
sword]” (view open forum at video time markers 1:17:36–1:17:53). Joseph confirmed that the sword was
wrapped in plastic and that Moroni instructed them to do so “to preserve it” (view sermon at video time markers
1:09:53–1:11:07).
Bob’s and Joseph’s above statements about the sword have many technological errors which reveal it
cannot possibly be the Sword of Laban.


Bob said the handle appeared to be “cast brass.” In addition, he said that when the sword was molten
(made by melting and casting), the “characters were placed into it like with some sort of brand. They are
fairly deep—a quarter of an inch. There’s three on each side of the hilt.” This would imply that the
characters would have been formed during the casting process. Laban’s hilt, of course, was of pure gold,
not brass. Pure gold never tarnishes and is easily discernable from even polished brass. But even more
damaging to the Brazil narrative is Bob’s observation that the hilt appears to have been cast at all. As has
been previously established, a cast gold hilt could not have been poured atop a similarly cast steel blade
until after 1740 when that relatively advanced technology was invented. In addition, it could not have
been affixed to a forged steel blade without having a removable pommel. Bob’s and Joseph’s descriptions
of the sword, including the characters on each side of the hilt, seem to be best represented by the picture
of Sword #3. However, that sword does not appear to have a removable pommel. Therefore, its blade
has been cast from something other than steel (or if it is steel, then the sword could not possibly have been
made until after 1740—some 2,340 years after the time of Laban).



Bob stated about the sword that “you can tell it’s been in combat. I mean, it’s got dents and dings.” As
we have previously shown, fine steel subjected to human strength does not suffer deep and wide “dents
and dings” such as Sword #3 displays. Other than minor scarifications, it holds its form until the entire
blade permanently bends or breaks. Thus, the pronounced “dents and dings” on the sword that Bob and
Joseph described (Sword #3) also reveal that it is not the Sword of Laban.



Bob stated that the Brazil group “also tried to clean the sword [with acetone]. And when they did, they
caused the sword to deteriorate. So Moroni told them to wrap it in plastic,” which Joseph said was “to
preserve it.” This claim alone proves that their sword cannot be Laban’s sword, for acetone is harmless to
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steel and gold! (For cleaning steel, see http://www.reliance-foundry.com/site/documents/stainless-steelcare-and-maintenance.pdf; for cleaning gold, see https://taxfreegold.co.uk/cleaninggoldcoins.html.) In fact,
worldwide, a preferred method for industrial professionals to clean all metals is to use acetone (see
https://www.corrosionpedia.com/definition/1278/acetone). While acetone is harmless to all metals, it
rapidly dissolves organics and their derivatives such as plastic, polyester, rubber, Styrofoam, soldering
rosins, epoxies and adhesives, grease and oil, and resins that are poured into shaped molds (see
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acetone). If acetone damaged the sword, then it cannot possibly be the Sword
of Laban, which Nephi described as being made of “the most precious steel” and “pure gold” (RLDS 1
Nephi 1:109; LDS 1 Nephi 4:9).

Conclusion
Mauricio Berger’s “Golden Plates” Were Fabricated Using Convicted
Murderer/Counterfeiter Mark Hofmann’s
1980 “Anthon Transcript” Forgery
&
His “Sword of Laban” Is Fake
Because His Pictures Show Three Completely Different Objects—
None of Which Match Nephi’s Description
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